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JOHN POINTE D TO JE SUS

GAME TIME

BIBLE STORY
Matthew 3; John 1 & 3

Jesus and His disciples were in the countryside. People came 
to see them, and Jesus taught the people about God. Many 
people were baptized. John the Baptist was nearby. He was 
baptizing people too. Some of the people who followed John 
began to argue. John had talked about Jesus, so they went 
to John. “Teacher,” they said, “Jesus’ disciples are baptizing 
people, and people are starting to follow Him.” 

John answered, “I told you that I am not the Messiah. I am the 
messenger who goes before the Messiah to tell people that 
He is coming.” It was good that people were being baptized 
and following Jesus. That’s what they were supposed to do! 
Jesus is the Messiah God promised. John said, “Think about 
a wedding. When two people get married, the man who married the bride is called the groom. His friend stands with him at the 
wedding, and the friend is happy to be there and to hear the groom’s voice.” John also knew that a wedding is the groom’s special 
day. The groom’s friend should not make it about himself.

This was how John felt — like a groom’s friend — and Jesus was the groom. John was happy that Jesus, the Messiah, had come. 
John said, “Jesus must become greater, and I must become less.”

Why was Jesus more important than John? Well, John was from the earth, and he could only tell people about things on earth. 
Jesus came to earth from heaven, so He could talk about things in heaven because He had seen them! God sent Jesus to earth, and 
Jesus speaks God’s words. Everything Jesus says is true because God always tells the truth. God the Father loves His Son. He has 
given Jesus power over everything. Whoever believes in Jesus will live foreverwith God in heaven, but whoever does not believe in 
Jesus will not live forever.

CHRIST CONNECTION: John the Baptist told people to get ready for Jesus. Now Jesus was here, and John’s job was finished. 
Jesus was greater than John, and John was happy to step aside for Jesus to begin His work.

INCREASE OR DECREASE?
Select a kid to think of a number between 1 and 100, including 
both 1 and 100. Instruct that kid to whisper the number to you, 
and then allow the other kids to guess the number. After each 
guess, the kid who’s thinking of the number will tell the kids if 
they should increase or decrease their next guess to be closer. 
When the kids guess the right number, select a new kid and 
start again. Be prepared to help kids answer if they are unsure 
if a guess is above or below their number.

SAY: You had to increase or decrease the values of your 
guesses to get to the correct answer. Today we will learn about 
a time John told people that Jesus must increase while he 
decreased. What do you think it means for Jesus to increase?

PLAY A CARD GAME
Print and cut apart the “Community Helper” cards (attached 
to this PDF). Lay out the cards in a faceup grid. Name each 
community helper and talk about what his or her special job is. 
Then turn over all the cards and play a matching game where 
children take turns turning over two cards at a time to find a 
match. Leave the cards faceup to play for younger preschoolers. 

SAY: Each of these people has a special job and we are so 
thankful they are still doing their jobs during this difficult time. 
They work hard to do a job and right now, it is even dangerous. 
In our Bible story today, we will hear about how both Jesus 
and John had different, but special, jobs to do.
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Community Helpers
Instructions: Print in color if possible. Cut apart the cards. Use as directed in the leader guide.
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